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Chapter 1 Reading Comprehension/Discussion Questions: 

1. Describe Moshe the Beadle. 
2. Describe Elie Wiesel’s father. What was his occupation? 
3. Why was Moshe the Beadle important to Elie Wiesel?  
4. Summarize the story Moshe the Beadle told on his return from being deported. Why did 

he say he had returned to Sighet?  
5. What was the public reaction to Moshe's story?  
6. What was the setting and the year for the first section of the book? What was the world 

condition at the time?  
7. Describe, in order, the events that happened from the last day of Passover until Pentecost. 
8. How did Wiesel say he felt about the Hungarian police?  
9. Who was Martha? What happened when she visited the Wiesel family in the ghetto? 

Chapter 2 Reading Comprehension/Discussion Questions: 
1. Explain, “Our eyes were opened but too late.” Where was the train at this point?  
2. What was foreshadowed by Madame Schacter’s nightmare? 
3. What did some of the passengers do to quiet Mrs. Schacter? 
4. Where did the train finally stop? 

Chapter 3 Reading Comprehension/Discussion Questions: 
1. When questioned by the SS, why did Elie lie about his age and job? 
2. What was the first horrifying sight that Elie disbelieved? 
3. Explain what Elie meant by “Never shall I forget these flames which consumed my faith 

forever.” 
4. How had Elie changed in a short time? 
5. What was Elie’s first impression of Auschwitch after leaving Birkenau? 
6. What sort of identification was used on the prisoners? 
7. Why was the prisoner in charge of Elie’s block removed from this position?  

Chapters 4 Reading Comprehension/Discussion Questions: 
1. What was the “compulsory formality” at the entrance to all camps? 
2. What were the objectives of the medical examinations? 
3. Why were the Jewish musicians not allowed to play music by Beethoven? 
4. How did Elie initially avoid losing his gold crown? 
5. What happened when Elie refused to give his crown to Franek? What was the end result?  
6. During one of the preliminary “ceremonies” for a hanging, what did Juliek whisper to 

Elie? What does this suggest?  
7. During one hanging, Elle and other prisoners cried. What made this hanging different 

form others?  
 



Chapters 5 Reading Comprehension/Discussion Questions: 
1. Why didn’t Elie fast on Yom Kippur? 
2. What advice was Elie given to pass the selection test? 
3. How did Elie’s father respond when he learned his name had been written down? 
4. What did Akiba Drumer ask the others to do for him? Did they do it? 
5. Why was Elie placed in the hospital? 
6. Why was the camp to be evacuated? What did Elie learn of the fate of those who stayed 

behind in the hospital? 
 

Chapters 6 Reading Comprehension/Discussion Questions: 
1. What happened to anyone who could not keep up with the march? 
2. How did Zalman die? 
3. What horrible realization did Elie come to concerning Rabbi Eiahou and his son? How 

did Elie respond to this? 
4. What was Juliek’s last act? 
5. How did Elie help his father when the selection was made?  

 
Chapters 7 Reading Comprehension/Discussion Questions: 

1. How did Elie again help his father when they were on the train? 
2. Describe the scene Elie witnessed between the father and son. 
3. How many got out of the wagon? Where had they arrived?  

 
Chapters 8 Reading Comprehension/Discussion Questions: 

1. Explain how the father/son roles had been reversed in the case of Elie and his father?  
2. Why was Elie’s father being beaten? 
3. What did Elie think of the advice given him by the head of the block? 

 
Chapters 9 Reading Comprehension/Discussion Questions: 

1. What happened on April 5th? 
2. What was the resistance movement? What did they do? 
3. What did the prisoners do when they were freed?  

 


